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Better Outcomes for ALL Children 

Case Study: the Bleux Case 

 

CPS Case File  
 

Last Name of Case:  Bleux 

Legal Number(s):  12-0-97542-4 

Child(ren)’s 
Name 

DOB Age Ethnicity Sex Current 
Location 

Deshawn 
Bleux 
 

March 12 2 months AA Male Foster 
Care 

 

Current Caretaker(s) Address Phone 

Emily Padron and 
Lawrence Cary 

8904 Cleveland Ave NW 
 

555-2272 
 

 

Attorneys for: 

Mother Samuel Bluestein 555-7622 

Father Jacob Bell 555-6704 

CPS Meghan Fowler 555-9300 ext. 38 

 
Case History 
10 days ago: CPS received a referral from hospital regarding a 2-month-old child who appeared 

to show symptoms of shaken baby syndrome. Child, Deshawn Bleux, was admitted to hospital 

by father, Miles Bleux. In speaking with this social worker (SW), father said he took child to 

hospital when he could not be woken up for his regular 10 p.m. feeding. SW spoke with Dr. 

Maronian, who said child suffered a concussion and will be kept overnight for observation. 

 

8 days ago: Child remains in the hospital with an injury more severe than previously thought; 

due to child’s young age, doctors have said they would like a few additional days of tests and 

observations before releasing him. Child will be placed in foster home pending CPS 

investigation. Criminal charges are also pending against parents, but because various people have 

various versions of the story, police have not determined who, if anyone, should be charged. SW 

attempted to speak with each parent (mother, Toni Bleux; father, Miles Bleux) during today’s 

Family Team Planning Conference (see attached MOU) but they refused to be interviewed on the 

advice of counsel. 

 

6 days ago: Dr. Maronian has cleared Deshawn to be released from hospital. Child placed in 

foster care. SW spoke with father, Miles Bleux, who denies shaking the child but would not 
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comment further on the case. Father told SW that he works as a dishwasher in a local restaurant. 

He said that he worked as a chef in his father’s restaurant “back home” (in Baton Rouge, LA) but 

has not been able to find employment as a chef since moving here. When asked if he felt his 

employment situation is a stressor on his family, he replied, “Of course it is, but I have to do 

what I have to do.” 

 

5 days ago: SW spoke with mother. She has refused to say anything other than she was not home 

at the time of the incident. Mother attends the nursing program at the community college; she 

works during the day and attends classes at night. 

 
File No. XX-J-172 
Allegation(s): A/N 
 
In the matter of: 
Deshawn Lee Bleux  Age: 2 months 
 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – 
The PURPOSE of the Family Team Planning Conference and the Memorandum of Understanding is to 
expedite the court process for children by sharing information and making recommendations regarding 
the following issues: placement, visitation, services, paternity and child support. 

 
I. ATTENDANCE 

Present at this conference were the following parties: Kerry Rowan, Family Court Case 

Coordinator; Jane Morgan, County Child Protective Services (CPS) Investigator; Kim Rytter, 

CPS Supervisor; Antoinette Bleux, mother of the child; Samuel Bluestein, Attorney for the 

mother; Miles Bleux, father of the child; Jacob Bell, Attorney for the father; Sandi Freeman, 

County Health Clinic Coordinator; Ramona Haskins, CASA/GAL Supervisor; Sabine Lee, 

Maternal Aunt; Adrienne Nikos, CPS Intern 

 

II. RIGHTS: For purposes of this Memorandum of Understanding, all defenses that could be 

made by all parties are preserved. In order to protect the rights of all parties, this 

Memorandum of Understanding does NOT serve to waive any standard objection by law. 

 

III. ATTORNEYS have been temporarily appointed to represent the parents in this matter. At the 

first court hearing, the court will determine whether the parents qualify for court-appointed 

lawyers. If they do not qualify, the temporarily appointed attorneys will be released. 

 

IV. PARENTS: Inquiries have been made as to the identity and location of any missing 

parent. 

 The mother, (age: 18), did attend the child planning conference. 

The mother has been served the juvenile petition at the child planning conference. 

The mother stated that the address on the petition is the correct address. 

The mother can be reached at 555-1790, cell number. 

 The father, (age: 20), did attend the child planning conference. 

The father was served the juvenile petition at his home. 

The father stated that the address on the petition is the correct address. 
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The father can be reached at 555-3865, cell number. 

According to the father, his name is on the child’s birth certificate. 

According to the parents, they are married. 

 

V. HISTORY: 

 CPS said that the agency received a report. The report alleged that the child had been 

physically abused. The child was admitted to County Hospital and was diagnosed with a 

subdural hematoma, bleeding on the brain and retinal hemorrhaging. A child medical 

exam was completed and indicated that the child had been injured by means other than 

accidental. Detective John Hollowell of the City Police Department is in charge of a 

criminal investigation. 

 CPS stated that both parents had access to the child during the time when the injuries 

occurred and that in order to ensure the safety of the child the agency has filed a petition 

for custody of the child. 

 CPS reported that the child is still in hospital with a proposed release date within the 

week. 

 CASA/GAL volunteer for the child will be [Your Name]; he/she can be reached at XXX-

XXXX. 

 According to the caseworker, the county medical examiner stated that the injuries could 

have occurred anytime on last Thursday. 

 

VI. PLACEMENT: Inquiries have been made as to whether a relative of the child is willing and 

able to provide proper care and supervision of the child in a safe home and whether placement 

with such a relative could be in the child’s best interest: 

 The child is currently placed in County Hospital. 

 CPS stated that the child is doing well. 

 The agency is considering other family members for placement of the child. 

 

VII. SERVICES FOR THE PARENTS 

Services for the mother of the child: 

 CPS recommends that the mother attend parenting education and anger management and 

that she have a mental health assessment and follow all recommendations, attend medical 

education concerning shaken baby syndrome, and attend visitation. 

 The mother stated that she is willing to comply with services but that she does not see 

herself as being in need of all of them. 

Services for the father of the child: 

 CPS recommends that the father attend parenting education and anger management and 

that he have a mental health assessment and follow all recommendations, attend medical 

education concerning shaken baby syndrome and attend visitation. 

 The father stated that he is willing to comply with services. 

 

VIII. SERVICES FOR THE CHILD 

Medical Background 

 The child was born at County Hospital. 

 The child’s doctor is Early Years Peds in city. 
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 The child has no diagnosed medical conditions. 

 According to the parents, the child has no known affiliation with a recognized Native 

American group. 

Recommendations 

 CPS recommends that the child participate in the Children’s Health and Development 

Program and continue to receive all medical and developmental services. The mother 

requested that if needed she would like the physical therapist to come to the home. The 

mother requested that the child be maintained on the formula he is accustomed to. 

 

IX. VISITATION 

 All visits are to be supervised at this time. 

 Visitation would be twice weekly, at the agency at a minimum of 45 minutes. The parents 

may visit together if they choose. Any family placement will be informed of the agency’s 

policies for visitation. The aunt may also visit with the child. 

 

IX. AUTHORITY: The parties agree that County Child Protective Services shall be granted 

authority to arrange, provide and/or consent to any medical treatment, psychiatric treatment, 

psychological service, educational needs or any other remedial evaluations required by the child, 

including a physical examination to be conducted as mandatory by licensure requirements; and 

County Child Protective Services has the authority to request and be provided with any medical, 

mental health and educational records pertaining to the child. 

 

X. FUTURE COURT DATES 

 The next court hearing in this case will be 2:00 p.m. on next Tuesday in Courtroom B of 

the County Courthouse. The purpose of that hearing will be to determine the need for 

continued nonsecure custody. 

 The matter will be adjudicated at be 2:00 p.m. on three weeks from Tuesday in 

Courtroom B of the County Courthouse. If allegations are founded, disposition hearing 

will immediately follow. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This case was adapted from Case Studies: Working It Out Together by Ruth Kravitz, MSW, Training Administrator, 

North Carolina Guardian ad Litem Program. 


