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DATE
Name
Street Address
City, State ZIP
Dear Salutation:
I want to thank you for your support and your interest in our critical work to advocate for the best interests of children who have been abused or neglected. 
Through your leadership, you are a very real part of this work and this organization. You are helping more than [insert local/state # here] children get through the toughest time of their life. You are giving each of those children a caring, consistent adult who has the training and tenacity to get results. 
It is impossible to overstate the importance of your generosity and commitment. Without you, these children might have no one to depend on. They’d be left with nothing more than a constant parade of strangers cycling in and out of their lives, asking the same questions and ticking the same boxes before disappearing, only to be replaced by the next. 
Imagine experiencing this loneliness and chaos…on top of losing your parents.
It’s a loss too terrible for anyone to bear, much less a child.
Today, I’m reaching out about a growing crisis affecting children here in [location] and across the nation. If you read the paper or watch the news, you already know the magnitude of the opioid epidemic in this country. [If this is a huge issue in your area or state, mention that here.] While lawmakers, public officials, and the media focus on the public health crisis, we focus on the silent victims—the children. 
Of course, parental substance abuse isn’t new, and we have always advocated for the best interests of children who have experienced abuse or neglect as a result of a parent’s addiction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But over the last five years, the number of children in foster care across the country has risen 8 percent, a rise that public health officials, analyzing other data trends, increasingly attribute to the growing use of opioids. Sadly, we expect this number to continue to climb.
Similarly, from 2009 to 2012, the number of babies suffering neonatal abstinence syndrome—symptoms of drug withdrawal at birth—increased by 71 percent, and those numbers have continued to rise. Children under the age of 1 now make up the highest percentage, by age group, of children entering foster care.
If this breaks your heart, you are not alone. It breaks mine, too. And what’s worse is that this wave will not peak any time soon. If we want to save our children, we have to act now. Which means our role—and yours—has never been more important.
[Insert a paragraph or two about what you are doing locally about this issue. Are you actively recruiting new volunteers so that you can serve these children? Are you providing more targeted or specific training to volunteers so they know how best to care for children who have been exposed to the trauma of witnessing their parents’ overdose or even death? Do you need to raise awareness about the impact that the opioid epidemic is having on the foster care system in your area?] 
I’m writing to ask for your assistance. As an important part of the CASA movement, you can help bring stability to the lives of the lesser known victims of the opioid crisis, America’s children.
First, talk more. 
We’re relying on you to help us bring these issues to more people’s attention. Tell people why it matters and why it matters to you. Tell them about your involvement with CASA. Tell them a story about a real child and a real volunteer who made a difference. 
If we want to help more children, we need to start by helping more adults learn the facts about these children and about us. Your knowledge, plus the relationships that you already have with members of your social and professional networks, make you the ideal teacher. 
Second, share the enclosed brochure.
Think about the people you know: their interests, talents, and skills. If you have a friend, family member, colleague, or neighbor who has the potential to be a CASA volunteer or supporter—or if your company has a program that introduces employees to volunteer or fundraising opportunities—please, pass this on. If you need more copies or other materials, just contact us. 
Third, make a gift.
I can’t tell you that this crisis will pass anytime soon. 
I can tell you that whatever dollars you invest will yield an outsized return in that most valuable currency of all, time—time spent looking after a child whose future hangs in the balance. 
I can promise you that wherever that time is spent—in court, on the phone, at a hospital, in a high school gymnasium or backyard sandbox—you will be giving children all the time they need to learn that it’s safe to hope, to trust, to believe, and to move forward. 
On behalf of all of us—staff, volunteers, fellow supporters, judges, and all the children who look into our eyes and see a brighter future—thank you.
Sincerely, 



Name
Title

