Opioid Impact Survey of CASA/GAL Network


About the Survey
[image: ]In July 2017, National CASA included a supplemental survey focused on the impact of opioid abuse on the CASA network along with the Six Month OJJDP Report. The survey was voluntary and open from July 3 through July 25. 
In total, 378 network programs across the country responded to the survey, answering questions related to how opioid and general substance abuse affects their work and the children and families they serve. Responses were spread across the country.
Survey Results
The following questions were included in the survey:
· Do you believe opioid abuse is affecting the children and families you serve?*
· Yes: 85 percent
· No: 15 percent
· Do you see opioid abuse a distinct factor in your cases as opposed to general substance abuse?
· Yes: 61 percent
· No: 39 percent
· Have you seen opioids strain the child welfare system?
· Yes: 67 percent
· No: 33 percent
The next question was only visible to the 88 programs that answered yes to a previous qualifying question to see whether they track parental opioid abuse within their cases. For these programs:
· If you are able to track, what proportion of children served are impacted by opioid abuse?*
· 64 percent affected in some way
· 36 percent not affected
Between January 1 and June 30 of this year, 8,617 children were served in local programs that are able to track opioid abuse. Of those, 5,543 (64.3 percent) were impacted by parental opioid abuse.
Survey Uses
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is proposed that two questions (“Do you believe opioid abuse is affecting the children and families you serve?” and “If you are able to track, what proportion of children served are impacted by opioid abuse?”) will be included in external public communications. This will likely include select fundraising material and outreach to the press to highlight the CASA network’s role in contributing to the fight against opioid abuses with new data points.
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