<FirstName> <LastName>
<Title>
<FoundationName>
<Address1>
<Address2>
<City>, <ST>  <ZipCode>

Dear <FirstName>,

I am writing because of <FoundationName>’s  long-standing commitment to <children/justice/etc> in our community. To tell you about a crisis that you can help us resolve.

Today there are more than <Number1> children in our child welfare and foster care system. Toddlers who have had to be removed from their families because of abuse, abandonment or worse. Children who have lost their parents, their friends and often been separated from their brothers and sisters, because the system is horribly overstretched. Young teens who have had to change homes and schools six or seven times in just a few years, because they are shuffled between different temporary living situations.

All children deserve to be safe, and treated with respect and dignity. All children have a right to a loving home where they can rebuild friendships and learn and grow. This isn’t just important, it is a fundamental obligation of our society to protect the rights and needs of our children during the most vulnerable time in their lives.

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for Children is an organization of highly trained adult volunteers that advocate for children in the foster care and child welfare system. We fight for their rights and needs until they are in a safe, loving, permanent home.  A CASA volunteer is very often the only adult a child has been able to rely upon in their entire lives. It’s that simple—a qualified, caring adult can change everything.

It’s also incredibly effective.  When a child has access to a CASA volunteer, they are half as likely to languish in the foster care and child welfare system, and that much more likely to find a safe loving home. But today, we only have the resources to serve 35% of the children in our foster care and child welfare system. That means <Number2> go through the system every year without the hope a CASA volunteer can provide. 

That—we hope—is where you can help. We know you share our passion for these children. We also know that you receive countless solicitations for help from many worthy organizations. We hope you’ll see this one a bit differently.

CASA is a truly unique collaboration between the public and private sector—fueled by incredibly devoted volunteers. It is not only successful, it is a true model for how to do this kind of work.  A model worth investing in.

On the facing page I outlined a few key points to consider. If you share our beliefs about the importance of this work, I’d like to invite you to have a more in-depth conversation about how we might collaborate with <FoundationName> in serving all the children in our foster care and child welfare system. 

With respect and gratitude!

Jane Doe
<EDFirstName> <EDLastName>
Director, CASA of <CommunityName>
<PhoneNumber>
<emailAddress>

1. THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR <FOUNDATIONNAME> TO EMBRACE
Every child has a right to feel safe, loved and cared for. An unalienable right to learn and grow and become the person they are destined to be. In our society the stewardship of a child’s rights rest with family. But too many families are in crisis, and too many children are lost in the process. Nearly <Number1> children are in the foster care and child welfare system in our region each year.  
But the system is severely overtaxed. In some districts 10 or 20 cases of children in peril can come before a judge before she’s halfway through her Monday. Children are often shuffled to many different homes in just the span of a few years, making it impossible to maintain friendships and keep up in school. Siblings are often separated because many foster homes can’t accommodate all of them.

2. THERE IS A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM
The solution begins with a single committed adult—a court appointed special advocate (CASA) volunteer. Specially trained to know what is in a child’s best interest, and how to ensure those interests are met by the system. A person who knows how to help a child through this time of great vulnerability and fear, and fight for each child until he or she is in a place to thrive. 
 
3. CASA IS A PROVEN SUCCESS
CASA was started by a family court judge in 1977, and is the only program of its kind. In the child welfare and foster care systems, it was—and is—nothing short of a revolution. When a child has a CASA volunteer to advocate on their behalf, they are half as likely to languish in the foster care system, and that much more likely to find a safe, loving and permanent home. Results like that are the reason there are now more than 1,000 CASA organizations in the country, with more than 70,000 specially trained volunteers.
But today we only have the capacity to serve a third of the kids in foster care. Nearly <Number2> children in <county/state> don’t have the kind of hope a CASA volunteer can provide. 
 
4. YOU CAN HELP US REACH ALL CHILDREN IN NEED
The CASA volunteers of <CommunityName> have made a pledge to fight on behalf of the children in our foster care and child welfare systems. We are inviting you to join us in that quest. To help us scale our program until every child in the system has access to a CASA volunteer. Until every child has the best possible chance to find a safe, loving and permanent home. 


TOO MANY CHILDREN IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM
LOSE THEIR FAMILIES, THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR HOPE.

JOIN OUR FIGHT TO MAKE SURE THEY DON’T!
