Sample letters to the editor


When a tragedy involving child abuse or neglect is reported in the newspaper, respond quickly – the same day you read the story, if possible – by emailing a letter to the editor. Find the email address online under Contacts or Opinions (often something like letters@newspapername.com) and send your letter along with your full contact information (name, address, city, state, zip, email address). The paper will print only your name and home town, not all the info you provide.

Sample 1 (written by an everyday citizen, unconnected to CASA, perhaps a loyal donor)

To the editor,

The terrible story about little Child’s Name should make all of us stop and think, “What could I have done to have helped prevent this tragedy?”

We can’t be on the lookout for every suspicious sign of abuse or neglect for every child in our community, but we can be more attentive than we are. “See something, say something” shouldn’t just pertain to terrorism but also to the terror that our children might face at the hands of an abuser.

For people who want to make a big difference in the life of vulnerable kids but lack the time and intense commitment to become foster parents – a noble calling that everyone should consider – there’s the option of becoming a court-appointed special advocate. CASA volunteers stand by children through court-proceedings to protect their rights and ensure that they have safe, permanent homes. A quick call or visit to the website of the Your Program’s Name can help you learn more about becoming a CASA volunteer.

I know I’ll sleep better at night knowing I’ve done everything I can to prevent another tragedy like the one that’s rocked our community recently. Won’t you, too?

Sample 2 (written by a CASA volunteer)

To the editor,

When I decided to volunteer as a court-appointed special advocate, I had one goal in mind: to prevent tragedies like the one that happened to little Child’s Name in our community his week. It breaks my heart to think of what s/he went through. But it also reinforces my decision to commit my time to being a CASA volunteer.

As an advocate for children who’ve been referred to court because of abuse or neglect, my sole mission is to protect their rights, help keep them safe and guide them through the confusing and over-burdened child welfare system. There are times when it’s hard. But there are more times when it’s the most fulfilling thing I’ve ever done. Knowing that I’m the one constant, caring, adult presence in a child’s life – and that I’m leading them toward a safe, permanent home – means the world to me. More importantly, I know that I could be saving a child’s life.

I get all the training and support I need to do a great job as a CASA volunteer from Your Program’s Name. I hope other people will be inspired by Child’s Name’s story to make a difference as a CASA volunteer. It won’t change what’s already happened, but it could prevent it from happening to another child.
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