








Netional CASH and the CASA/ GAL Network

The National CASA Association, together with its state and local |
members, supports and promotes court-appointed volunteer .
. advocacy for abused and neglected children so that they can |

. thnve in safe, permanent homes.

Each year, more than 780,000 children are in the foster
care system. Unable to live safely at home due to some
form of parental abuse or neglect, these children are
dependent on overburdened child welfare and legal
systems in which their best interests and basic needs
could be easily overlooked.

This is where the CASA or guardian ad litem (GAL) volunteer
comes in. Appointed by the court, CASA and GAL volunteers
work diligently to first determine what is in the best interest
of the child and then ensure that positive outcomes are
achieved. The volunteer stays with each case until the child
is placed in a safe, permanent home.

It is estimated that children who suffer abuse and neglect
are 38% more likely to become violent criminals as adults.
A major factor in avoiding bad outcomes for an abused
child is the presence of a concerned adult in that child’s
life. In 2008, more than 68,800 CASA volunteers served as
caring adults in the lives of 240,894 children,

The Mational CASA Association is an organization

of 1,018 local and state member program offices in

49 states. Though known by many different names,
including Guardian ad Litem (GAL), Child Advocates and
Voices for Children, all programs share the mission of
placing caring adult advocates in the lives of abused and
neglected children.

Mational CASA, headquartered in Seattle, WA, functions
as a resource to support and increase the capacities of
local programs. We provide programs with training and
assistance in areas including program development;
volunteer recruitment and training; program best
practices; quality assurance; and resource development,
Mational CASA also engages in public policy and makes
grants that foster program quality and growth, enabling
state and local programs to better meet the needs of

21

abused children. Low administrative and fundraising
costs enabled National CASA to direct §7.6% of funding to
program services in 2008.

National CASA Network Services

The following numbers help to quantify the services
provided by National CASA to our member programs
nationwide in 2008,

Local programs’ requests for technical 39419
assistance completed by phone/email

Technical assistance publications/ 7191 |
documents distributed i
In-person technical assistance or 74 |
on-site consultations (in addition to

trainings)

MNumber of grants awarded to local 344 |
and state CASA programs |
Dollar amount of grants disbursed to 58,045,645 |
local and state CASA programs

Training sessions sponsored or 149 |
presented |
Persons trained 5736 |
Mumber of visitor sessions on 2431110
casanet.org and nationalcasa.org

websites

Children's photographs in National CASA publications are
normally not from actual dependency cases. The stories and
photos in this report are published with the permission of the
children and their famifies.
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Jo Gramling Lopez

Retired attorney
CASA volunteer since 2006

Brittany, 18 years old
Spartanburg County GAL Program, Spartanburg, SC

Jo Lopez had worked as an attorney an Wall Street
for 32 years when the World Trade Center was
attacked in September 2001. After seeing the
L plane hit the first tower and watching both
J ’ buildings collapse, Jo was compelled to refocus
( . — and pursue a different path in her life. Shortly
after returning to her home state of South
Carolina, Jo met a foster mother who said,
"You would be really good at being a guardian
ad litem volunteer.” Jo looked into her local
program and was assigned her first case in 2006.

When Jo met Brittany, she was 15 years old and entering state
custody for the third time. Her mother was in prison and her
father was not able to provide a safe home for her. To Brittany, Jo
was just another person asking a lot of questions, and Brittany
was tired of talking to strangers who pretended to care. But she
soon learned that Jo was different.

Jo was there the most, compared to anyone.

Jo did not pressure Brittany to talk ... and she kept coming back,
sometimes three or four days in a week. As a teenager preparing to

age out of the system, Brittany needed guidance and support to make a
successful transition to independent living. Jo met with her teachers and
guidance counselors, guided her in finding a job and talked her through

all her life options: college, vocational training, law and graduate school.
She praised Brittany's talent as a singer, helping her to perform at public
gatherings and encouraging her to pursue her dream of landing an audition
for American Idol.

When Brittany encountered difficulties in her group home and ran away, Jo
intervened and helped pave the way for her to return. When Jo heard how
important it was for Brittany to visit her mother in prison, she stood up in court
and successfully argued to have monthly transportation to the prison provided.
And when Brittany said that she was going to drop out of school, Jo said, “No way."
Brittany listened. She remains in school and is on track to graduate on schedule.

I know that Brittany has a bright future, and she just needs some help to get there.

Deep down, Brittany knows this too. “Knowing Jo has completely changed
my attitude about life,” she says. “Withaut her, | would be on a different
path. 5he's a motivator, and she's motivated me to strive for what | want

in life



























