Congress of the United States
House of Representatibes
Washington, BE 20515

March 19, 2010

The Honorable Alan Mollohan The Honorable Frank Wolf

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science and Related Agencies | Science and Related Agencies

H-310, The Capitol 1016 Longworth Building

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Mollohan and Ranking Member Wolf:

We respectfully urge you to provide $15 million for the Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) program in the 2011 Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill. This is $5 million above the President’s request, but equal to the
2010 enacted level. Maintaining at least level funding is critical to the more than 240,000
children in the child welfare system with appointed CASAs to advocate on their behalf.

The President’s 2011 budget provides only $10 million for the national CASA program, a
reduction of 33 percent from the 2010 enacted level. This cut would result in a loss of
3,500 citizen volunteers and a disruption of services for more than 12,000 abused children, at a
time when two-thirds of the children in the child welfare system are still in need of advocates.

In 2008 alone, 70,000 citizens donated an estimated 5.8 million hours to making a
lifelong difference in the lives of abused and neglected children. Their advocacy is a cost-
effective method to reducing the number of children in long-term foster care by 50 percent.
Given the economic challenges faced by families across the country and deep cuts to state social
services programs, CASA volunteers are needed more than ever. Cutting the program’s
spending will assuredly have a significant negative impact on the outcome of children in our
child welfare system. That is why we urge you to at least maintain CASA funding at the
2010 enacted level of $15 million.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and for your continued support of

CASA’s important wor
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Dennis Cardoza Geoff Davis
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Olhilles

George Miller '
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