
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Interview for Guardian Ad Litem Volunteer

Name  ________________________________

Date  _________________________________

Interviewer  ____________________________

Make sure volunteer is aware of the following:

1. Commitment 

2. Attendance Court 

3. Court reports and monthly supervision 

4. Explain dress code 

5. No Reimbursement of mileage/phone‑Tax deduction 

6. Mandatory to attend all five (5) days of training.

Explain how the interview is to be conducted. Ask if there are any questions.

SECTION I: Determine emotional objectivity/prejudice.

What do you think are the reasons parents abuse their children?

Have you had any experience dealing with abusive parents/adults and/or abused and neglected children?

For what reasons do you think children are removed from their homes?

Under what condition would you recommend returning a child to an abusive home?

What are your concerns in being appointed to a case where a parent, sibling and/or extended family member has allegedly sexually abused a child?

What are your feelings about abused and neglected children?

Do you think race and gender play a factor in the abuse and neglect of children? How? (3 scenarios.)

Do you have any preferences for working with children of a particular age or sex? Explain.

Think of four adjectives that describe children to you.

SECTION II:  Family Origin/Present Family, to determine family attitudes/practices.

Describe your mother and father and family of origin.

How were you disciplined as a child?

What were your parents' expectations of you as a child?

Do you think your basic needs were met?

How did your parents express love towards each other?

How did you spend your time as a child?

What values are important to your family? What is your most important value?

If you could label your level of self‑esteem from 1‑10, ten the highest, what score would you give yourself and why?

SECTION III: To determine maturity/stability/self esteem (watch for transference, protecting, rescuing and fixing)

Describe yourself... what do you think about the person you've described?

Describe stressful situations for you. What do you do with stress?

In what kinds of situations do you get angry? How do you express your anger?

What problems with employment have you encountered?

How many jobs have you had in the past five years?

Have you ever been fired from a job? If yes, why?

How many times have you moved in the past five years?

What type of supervision do you work best with?

How do you feel about working with men or women that could be much younger or older than yourself?

What are your strongest qualities/assets?

What are the areas you need to improve on?

SECTION IV: Related History (If volunteer answers yes to any question ask them to expand on answer.)

Were you physically or sexually abused/neglected or touched in a manner which made you uncomfortable as a child? Are you aware of similar incidents of others in your family?

Have you ever had any interaction with a child protection agency or department?

Have you ever been involved in a custody dispute? Explain in detail.

Have you ever been convicted of any major traffic violations, DWI's, etc.?

Have you ever had an addiction to drugs or alcohol?

At what time do you use alcohol? Is or has your alcohol or chemical use ever been different from what you would like it to be? Explain what you did.

Do you have any problems or concerns that may be raised by reference checks with the child abuse registry or criminal background check?

SECTION V: To determine motivation/commitment.

How do you practice spirituality?

What brought you to the CASA program?

What seems most intimidating to you about being a CASA volunteer?

Have you ever had any experience with domestic violence situations?

Have you ever been the victim of violent crime? Another type of crime?

Briefly describe your closest friend?

How would your closest friend describe you?

SECTION VI: To determine natural/instinctive abilities.

What activities would you enjoy doing with a child?

You are leaving the grocery store and come across a small child left in a parked car, what would you do in this situation?

SECTION VII: To determine feelings about personal background.

Describe your childhood friendships.

If you had a whole Saturday to yourself what would you do?

What do you define as pornography? Have you been exposed to pornographic materials?

What was the toughest decision you ever made?

SECTION VIII: Handling confrontation/adapting to new situations.

What would you do if your recommendation on a case were different than the social workers, lawyers, etc.? Explain.

How do you react if a friend suggests that you change plans you have already made?

What would you do if a parent told you to "mind your own damn business?"

How would you respond when a parent asks you "how would you know what it's like to be in my shoes? How can you possibly understand?"

How comfortable are you working with single parents? Going alone to a home with a single parent of the opposite sex?

Homosexual parents?

HIV/AIDS parents and children?

Scenario: Child confides "Help me get an abortion."

As a CASA there is a possibility for becoming personally involved with people associated with a case, including client parents becoming interested in you. How will you handle this. potential situation?

Is there any area we have not talked about that you would want to discuss?

By signing below, I assure that everything on this form and my application is true.

Signature  ___________________________________

Print your name  ______________________________

Date  ________________________________________
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