
BYLAWS OF

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY CASA, INC.

ARTICLE I.

NAME, TERRITORY AND OFFICE

The name of this organization shall be Anne Arundel County CASA, Inc. 
The territory of this organization shall be Anne Arundel County, State of Maryland.

The principal office of the corporation shall be located in Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

The corporation shall have and continuously maintain in Anne Arundel County a registered office, and a registered agent whose office is identical with such registered office.  The address of the registered office may be changed from time to time by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE II.

 PURPOSES

To advocate for and support abused and neglected children who are the subjects of Court proceedings through programs established by the Board of Directors.  It shall further be the Purpose of this organization to educate the community regarding its responsibility for children involved in the court process.

ARTICLE III.
POLICIES

Section 1.

This organization shall not be under the direction 

or control of any governmental organization or agency unless otherwise approved by the Board of Directors.

 Section 2.

This organization may cooperate or contact for




direct services with other agencies with the




approval of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IV.           MEMBERSHIP 

 Section 1.

Classses of Members.   The corporation shall have 




one (1) class of members.



 Section 2.

Members.  The members of the corporation shall




consist of the Directors of the corporation.

Section 3.

Voting Rights.   Each member shall be entitled to




one (1) vote on each matter submitted to a vote of




the members. 

Section 4.
Proxies.  Votes may be cast in person or by proxy.  Proxies shall be in writing and must be filed with the Secretary before the appointed time of the meeting.

ARTICLE V.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1.

Officers and the Board of Directors of this




organization shall be elected at an Annual Meeting




by the membership at large to be held in May of




each year at such time and place as directed by 




the Directors.

Section 2.
A Nominating Committee of three (3) members of Anne Arundel County CASA, Inc.  shall be appointed by the President at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting.   

Section 3.
Nominees for the office of the President of the organization shall be chosen from the Board of Directors.  

Section 4.
A vacancy in any office shall be filled by the Board upon recommendation of the nominating committee.

Section 5.
The officers of the organization shall be President, President-elect, Secretary and Treasurer. These officers shall be elected at the annual meeting for a term of one year and shall not exceed two (2) consecutive years in the same office.  

ARTICLE VI.
DUTIES OF OFFICE      

Section 1.
The officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws and shall assume such additional duties as may be prescribed by the board of directors.

Section 2.
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Membership and the board of directors, and shall be ex-officio member of all committees.

Section 3. 
In  the absence of the President, the President-elect shall discharge the duties of the office of the President.  The President-elect shall be assigned specific duties as directed by the chairman.

Section 4.
The secretary shall keep a correct record (minutes) at all meetings of the Board of Directors.  Committees shall designate one of their members to take minutes of their (committee) meetings and report them to the Board of Directors.

Section 5.
The treasurer shall be custodian of the funds, [in accordance with the organization's approved fiscal management procedures,] and shall disburse funds with the approval of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sestion 1.
General Powers.  The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by its Board of Directors.

Section 2.
Number, Tenure and Qualifications.  After the first election, the number of directors shall not be less than five (5) nor more than twenty (20). All Directors shall serve a term of three (3) years provided, however, that any Director may be re-elected in accordance herewith.

Section 3.
Quorum. One quarter of the current members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Board.

Section 4.
Notice.  Written notice of regularly scheduled monthly board meetings shall be given three (3) days in advance of meeting date.  Notice shall include an agenda of matters to be considered.

Section 5.
Special Meetings.  Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by or at the request of the President or any three (3) directors.  Notice shall be given all Directors in accordance with above provisions.

Section 6.
Vacancies.  Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors shall be filled by the Board.

Section 7.
Compensation.  Directors as such shall not receive any financial compensation for their services.

Section 8.
A member of the Board of Directors shall be removed upon 3 unexcused absences from meetings of the Board of Directors in one calendar year.  An absence may be excused with notice prior to a board meeting.

Section 9.
Ex-officio members.  Any director who has served at least five (5) years on the Board of Directors may be eligible to become an ex-officio member o the Board of Directors.  The President of the Anne Arundel County Bar Association shall be an ex-officio member during the President's one year term of office.  Ex-officio members shall be notified of all activities of the Board of Directors and may attend Board meetings and other functions.  Ex-officio members shall not be entitled to a vote.

ARTICLE VIII.
COMMITTEES

Section 1.
Permanent Committees.  Permanent Committees of the Board of Directors are as follows:

a. Executive Committee which shall consist of the officers, and the immediate past president, and the Ways & Means Committee Chair.

b. Public Relations Committee

c. Ways & Means Committee

Section 2.

Standing Committees.  Standing Committees of the 




Board shall be:

a. Bylaws

b. Nominating

The committee chairmen and members of each standing committee shall be appointed by the President of the Board of Directors. The President-elect shall serve as the chairman of the Bylaws committee.

Section 3.
Advisory Council.  The organization may establish an Advisory Council.

Section 4.
Other Committees.  Other committees shall be established as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX. 
FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the corporation shall begin on the first day of July and end on the last day of June in each year.

ARTICLE X.
AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS

These bylaws may be amended and new bylaws may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors at any regular or special meeting.  All proposed amendments must be presented in writing by the Bylaws Committee to the Board of Directors three (3) days in advance of the meeting date.  These bylaws shall be reviewed each year by the Bylaws Committee, and a report of the committee shall be included at each annual meeting.
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