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Thank you to Texas CASA for sharing this resource! Red highlighted text is information that should be checked for accuracy for your state.
Black History Month Media Release Template 
FILL IN OR DELETE ALL HIGHLIGHTED AREAS. COPY AND PASTE THE TEXT INTO THE BODY OF AN EMAIL TO YOUR LOCAL MEDIA. PLEASE SEND TEXAS CASA THE LINK TO ANY PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST AS A RESULT OF PLACING THIS RELEASE! GOOD LUCK!
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YOUR PROGRAM NAME Salutes Heroes 

Who Aren’t in History Books

During February, Black History Month, YOUR PROGRAM NAME recognizes the positive difference that Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) volunteers of color have made to children in the foster care system.

“VOLUNTEER’S NAME/These volunteers isn’t/aren’t mentioned in the history books, but HE/SHE/THEY IS/ARE  making a tremendous difference in the lives of abused or neglected children in the foster care system,” said EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, executive director of YOUR PROGRAM NAME.

“These children have already faced tough situations, and entering the foster care system can be traumatic. But when a child is placed in a culturally different setting, it is even more challenging,” continued ED’S LAST NAME. “They aren’t just removed from their homes but removed from their schools, community, place of worship, etc.”

In Texas, African American children are over represented in the state’s foster care system. Statewide, 11.6 percent of the child population is African American, but 18.7 percent of the children removed from their homes are African American. There is no evidence that African Americans abuse or neglect their children at higher rates than families of other race and ethnicity.

It is important that the CASA volunteer pool reflect the children who are served. Unfortunately,   only 9 percent of the more than 7,000 volunteers in Texas are African American, said ED’S LAST NAME.
“We need more volunteers who are sensitive to cultural differences, who can help foster parents work through the issues that child is facing and who can be positive models for children in care,” said ED’S LAST NAME.
BRIEF STATEMENT ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE YOUR VOLUNTEER HAS MADE, ESPECIALLY IN ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN OF COLOR, SAID ED’S LAST NAME.
“Having volunteers who understand where children are coming from is very important,” said ED’S LAST NAME. “We all like to think we’re color blind, but the reality is unless you’ve walked in the shoes of someone who has faced discrimination or not fitting in, you really don’t understand the challenge it is for a child who has been uprooted and placed in a strange setting.” 

QUOTE FROM VOLUNTEER ABOUT HOW HE/SHE WAS ABLE TO CONNECT WITH A CHILD AND THE DIFFERENCE IT MADE IN THE CHILD’S JOURNEY.
Even though the data supports that there is no difference in the rate of maltreatment of African American children, they are still removed from their homes at higher rates and face more challenges and fewer opportunities compared to their peers. 

African American children languish in foster care longer and often have multiple placements per year, moving from foster home to foster home with little stability. They represent a larger number of children awaiting adoption and many will age out of the system at 18 years old without a family or support system. 

QUOTE FROM VOLUNTEER HOW CASA OFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO QUIT TALKING ABOUT WHAT’S WRONG AND MAKE THINGS RIGHT. 
CASA volunteers are specifically trained to advocate for children in foster care. Volunteer advocates get to know the child and speak to everyone involved in the child’s life, including their family members, teachers, doctors, lawyers, social workers and others.

The information they gather and their recommendations help the court overseeing the cases make informed decisions. CASA volunteers commit to a child until the case is closed and the child is in a safe, permanent home.

YOUR PROGRAM is a member of the Texas CASA network, which is comprised of 69 local programs serving children in 206 Texas counties. In 2012, 7,260 volunteers advocated for nearly 23,000 children in the state’s legal responsibility. Unfortunately, more than half the children in foster care do not have advocates to speak up for them in court. 

Your Program had # volunteers serve # abused or neglected children in Your Service Area.

 “For more information, visit www.BecomeACASA.org  and/or local program website and phone. Include future training info,” said ED’S NAME.
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